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St. Croix Economic Development Institu 
tackles agriculture production for food, energy 

TOM EADER 

-
ST. CROIX-The St. Croix Eco-

• nomic Development Institute 
· focused on agriculture production 
as a source for food as well as ener­
gy during a regular monthly meet­
ingWednesday evening at Pier 69 in 
Frederiksted. 

In order to tackle the topic of food 
and energy while discussing the sta­
tus of agriculture as an indusby on 
St .. Croix, Department of Agricul­
ture Commissioner Louis Petersen 
Jr. served as the keynote speaker 
and representatives from Tibbar 
Energy USVI U.C made a presen­
tation. May Adams CornwalL exec­
utive director of the Vrrgin Islands 
Waste Managemtnt.Authmty, spoke 
during the meeting' as well. 

"We want to look at the whole 
idea of how we spur economic 
growth," Anthony Weekes, SEDI 
founder, told the attendees. 

While SEDI stands for St. Croix 
Economic Development Ipstitute, 

· Weekes said it also stands for 
Strategic Economic Development 
Institute. He said the montbJy meet­
ings are designed to spaik dialogue 
about how to stimulate the econo­
my. Weekes said agriculture is a 
critical part of any economy. He 
stressed the importance of sus­
taining agliculture in the territDiy as 
a means of survival. 

'The Virgin Islands is one of the 
only places in the United States 
where we don't have our own food 
supply," he said, adding a nation 
that can't feed itself is asking for 
trouble. 

Petersen said St. Croix is in the 
midst of an agricultural renais­
sance. 

"We have not begun to develop 
our potential," he said. 

In order to develop the agricul­
ture industry on St. Croix and 
throughout the Virgin Islands, 
Petersen stressed the importance 
of partnerships. One of the part­
ners the Department of Agriculture 
has teamed up with is the Vrrgin 
Islands Housing Authority. Petersen 
said his department has access to 
all the water stored in cistfms at the 
various housing communities 

Tom Eader 
Anthony Weekes, founder of the St. Croix Economic Development Institute, speaks during a monthly meeting Wednes­
day night at Pier 69 restaurant in Frederiksted. 

throughout the territory. He said 
the total cistern capacity on St. 
Croix is 38 million gallons, while 
the capacity on St. Thomas is 12 
million gallons. 

'ibis is a critical step to us in 
addressing the water issues," 
Petersen Said. 

Petersen: said there is no way to 
develop the agriculture industry · 
without infrnstructure. 

'There is vecy limited infrastruc­
ture today in agriculture," he said, 
adding that a consistent water 
source is a key element. 

Even though the DOA has deliv­
ered water to St. Croix fanners by 
truck for many years, Petersen said 
his department never had a water 
delivery truck on St. Thomas until 
it identified resources to purchase 
one as a result of fimding authorized 
by the 2o06 Sustainable Fanning 
Act. 

Additionally, Petersen said the 
DOA purehased 120 water storage 
tanks that can hold 1,000 gallons to 

resell to fanners at a subsidized 
cost in order to assist crop and live­
stock producers to increase on-farm 
water storage capacity to enhance 
production levels while creating less 
dependency on off-farm water 
resources. 

The OOA also has installed a new 
floating raft water pump system in 
a water storage pond in Estate 
Dorothea on StThomas to increase 
water resources for farmers, 
Petersen said. The 1.5 million gal­
lon capacity storage pond was pre­
viously offline and not available to 
fanners for the past 15 years. 

When discussing agriculture, 
Weekes said folks might think about 
food. He said, however, that agri­
culture is so much more. He said 
agriculture production can result 
in making furniture, clothes and 
even energy. 

'To think you can take grass and 
make energy is fascinating," he said. 

And using Giant King Grass as a 
fuel source to produce energy is 

exactly what Tibbar Energy plans to 
do on St. Croix. But similar to food 
crops, the Giant King Grass needs 
water to grow. 

Considering there is such a 
demand for water when it comes to 
agriculture production on St Croix, 
Petersen said he has been talking 
with Cornwall to find a way to use 
the 2 million gallons of wastewater 
that WMA treats on a daily basis as 
a water source for food crops rather 
than continuing to release the treat­
ed water into the Caribbean Sea. 

Cornwall said the initial idea was 
to use the treated wastewater, or 
effiuent water, for food crops. She 
said, however, there was concern 
whether the water would be clean 
enough to be used on food crops. 
She said a decision was reached to 
have Tibbar Energy use the effiuent 
water as a water source for its Giant 
King Grass since it will not be con­
sumed. And since Tibbar Energy 
has the ability to accept up to 6 
million gallons of water a day, Com-

wall said the WMA will transfer all 
of its eftluent water to Tibbar Ener­
gy, which plans to build a 7 
megawatt power-producing facility 
on the South Shore next to the 
WMA Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

Kevin Rames, attorney for Tibbar 
Energy, conducted a presentation 
during the meeting on behalf of the 
renewable energy development com­
pany's president and chief executive 
officer, Tania Tomyn, who was ill. 

Rames said Tibbar Energy has 
committed up to $70 million for the 
development of a biogas facility on 
St. Croix. Such a facility would be 
able to use Giant King Grass as a 
fuel source to produce renewable 
electricity. Rams said Tibbar Ener­
gy plans to sell 'JOWer to the Virgin 
Islands Water ard Power Authority. 

'The negotlati~ between Tibbar 
Energy and the Vilgin Islands Water 
and Power Authorifr are ongotng and 
directed at enteringnto a power pur­
chase agreementfor7 ~watts," he 
said, addlng the parfus are also nego­
tiating an interco~tion agreement 
to connect the bioga; power plant to 
the WAPAgrtd. 

Rames said the power purchase 
agreement will be f01 25 years with 
a five-year extension He said Tib­
bar Energy would opeate and man-· 
age the facility during the entire 
length of the agreement. 

Aaron Smyth, a consultant with 
Tibbar Energy, said the company 
plans to sell power to WAPA at a rate 
between 23.5 and 25 cents per kilo­
watt hour during the length of the 
agreement. 

After WAPA and Tibbar Energy 
work out the power purchase agree­
ment, Rames said it must be 
approved by the WAPA governing 
board and the Public Sexvices Com­
mission, which regulates utilities. 

Additionally, Rames said Tibbar 
Energy is negotiating with the Vir­
gin Islands Port Authority to lease 
the land needed to build the power­
producing facility. The land, owned 
by VIP A is located between the WMA 
Wastewater Treatment Plant and 
the Randall "Doc" James Racetrack. 
Rames said he is hopeful that the 
VIPA Property Committee will make 
a decision by May 29. 

Endangered lizard thriving on Buck Island after being translocated 
TOM EADER 

ST. CROIX- The endangered 
St. Croix ground lizard is "doing 
really well," a graduate student 
from Texas A&M University, who 
has been studying the lizard at 
Buck Island Reef National Monu­
ment, reported on Thursday. 

Nicole Angeli, a herpetologist, is 
completing her doctoral work in 
applied biodiversity science by 
focusing her project on the rein­
troduction of the St. Croix ground 
lizard (Ameiva polops), an inter­
nationally-recognized endangered 
species. She updated the com-

.-

munity on the status of the lizard 
at Buck Island during a presen­
tation at the Danish Guinea West 
India Company Warehouse in 
Christiansted as part of the 
National Park Service lecture 
series. 

Angeli said the lizard once 
inhabited all the coastal areas on 
St. Croix, but mongoose con- . 
sumed them for years until 
authorities became concerned in 
the 1950s that there wouldn't be 
any of the lizards left. Today, she 
said the lizard can only be found 
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Nicole Angeli, a graduate 
student from Texas A&M 
University, who is com­
pleting her doctoral work 
by focusing on the rein­
troduction of the endan­
gered St. Croix Ground 
Lizard; provides the com­
munity with an update of 
her project as part of the 
National Park Service 
lecture series Thursday in 
the Danish Guinea West 
India Company Ware­
house in Christiansted. 

Tom Eader 
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their pain through diet, Kuniej 
said, but a raw diet was not suc­
cessful. because she lost too 
much weight. Now she is trying 
a paleo-diet and begins her day 
with fruit. eats lots of vegetables 
for lunch and low fat meat or 
fish for dinner. Dairy and most 
carbohydrates are restricted. so 
she only risks eating her favorite 
chocolate occasionally. 

Kuniej has a positive attitude 
and loves her business crafting 
silver jewelry. She is looking for­
ward to seeing a holistic rheuma­
tologist this summer in Chicago 
and has started attending meet­
ings with the local M.S. Autoim­
mune Support Group once a 
month. There ate around 20 
patients and family members in 
the group and their focus is to 
see a health registry. mandated 
by VI law. put into place, she 
said. 

Sidney Wilton also is dealing 
with insurmountable health 
issues, no insurance and must 
find health care off-island for her 
son With juvenile diabetes. 

Six-year-old Markis Rey needs 
the care of a pediatric endocri­
nologist, a pediatric gastroen­
terologist and a pediatric podia­
trist. An endocrinologist treats 
diseases of the hormone-pro­
ducing organs and a gastroen­
terologist deals with diseases of 
the esophagus and digestive 
organs. Rey also needs a dentist 
and eye doctor who are trained to 
work with children and their 
growing bodies and diabetes. 

For most services, Wilton and 
Rey spend two to three months at 
a time in Florida. She then 
returns to St. Croix to care for 
her 16-year-old son who stays 
with relatives while she is away. 

Rey was diagnosed with Type 
1 diabetes when he was two 
years old. The disease affects the 

pancreas, making it unable to 
break down sugar. Insulin shots 
are necessary to raise the glucose 
level and the little boy adminis­
ters his own injections when nec­
essary. Without insulin, a dia­
betic is subject to seizures. can 
go into a coma or die. 

Only one of the specialists Rey 
needs. a pediatric endocrinolo­
gist, practices in the territory. 
Wilton said there is no point in 
making the trip to St. Thomas to 
see him when treatment isn't 
available on St. Croix. 

Like Kuniej, Wilton said med­
ications are either unavaiiable 
or expensive. Stateside physi­
cians and pharmacies give out 
free glucose meters and other 
supplies that are either not avail­
able or costly on St. Croix. 

Wilton has been lucky to have 
relatives in Florida for a place to 
stay and transportation while 
her son receives treatment. She 
lost her job after Rey's diagnosis 
and is looking for work in both 
locations. 

Both women agree they need 
insurance and health care on St. 
Croix. They also agree a health 
registry is necessary. A registry 

- is an organized system for col­
lecting, storing, managing and 
analyzing data on people diag­
nosed or treated for the disease. 
The information can be a 
resource for investigating caus­
es of disease and help plan pre­
vention measures. A registry 
would record statistics for spe­
cific diseases gathered from 
physicians and medical facili­
ties. 

Kuniej said a registry would 
not only entice providers into 
the _territory, it also would pro­
vide support for families deal­
ing with the diseases. Wilton 
said a registry is important to 
provide statistics to raise aware- -

ness of medical issues and 
attract specialized medical ser­
vices to the territory. 

Setting up a registry for those 
with chronic health issues seems 
like the easiest of the three chal­
lenges facing patients with 
chronic diseases. The VI Legis­
lature mandated a cancer reg­
istry be established in 1998 and 
federal funding has been 
received. Despite questions by 
senators during budget hearings 
in 2011 and 2013, about the 
progress, the registry is not in 
place. 
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on Protestant Cay, Green Cay. 
Ruth Island and now Buck 
Island. She said they can be 
found on Ruth Island because 
11 of them were translocated 
there in 1990. 

A total of 57 of the lizards 
were translocated to Buck 
Island in 2008, Angeli said. 
Beforetranslocating the.lizards 
to Buck Island. she said all of 
the black tree rats and mon­
goose were removed. Since then, 
she reported that the lizard.l:las 
successfully developed a breed­
ing population at Buck Island. 

MWhat we're doing now is 
cotl).iJ;lg. back {6 see how well 
they are doing," she said, adding 
her team randomly selected 
locations on Buck Island to 
monitor the lizards in forest 
areas, woodland areas and 

· shrubland areas. 
"Most of our indMduals are in 

these woodland .· type. areas." 
Angeli said.. 

Angeli and her team walked 
Buck Island to count the 
lizard$; ass:tgnhlgtwo people to 
the same area to make sure the 
number of lizards each person 
counted was similar as well as 
to make sure no lizard.,s got 
counted twice. They had to lis­
ten for the lizards, too, consid­
ering they like to hide under 
leaves. 

"It's pretty good results," 
Angeli said. "We're pretty 
pleased.~ 

The observers repeatedly 
counted 29llizards. including 
214 adults and 77 j\lVeniles. 
~e started with 57, so even 

if this was all the indiViduals 
that we saw this year, they've 
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increased so ,much," Angeli said. 
She said, however, there 

could be four times as many of 
the lizards on Buck Island 
based on abundance estimates. 
She said the St. Croix ground 
lizard lays one to three eggs at 
a time. 

"It really incre.ases its 
resilience and persistence over 
time." Angeli said. 

In addition to increasing their 
population .. she said the lizard 
has dispersed 800 meters from 
the location on Buck Island 
where it was introduced in 
2008. 

"I think this means it's more 
secure for the future and it was 
worth our time and energy,"· 
she said, adding it's difficult to 
have a successful translocation. 

And Angeli couldn't have 
found ouUhe information she 
did without assistancefrom the i. 

National Park Service. 
"I think because of the 

resources and support of the 
Park Service .. this very quickly .... 
became a successful project." 
she said. 

She was assisted by Clayton 
Pollock. NP§ biologi~ science 
technician, and Ian Lundgren, 
NPS biologist, as well as NPS 
Student Conservation Associ­
ation interns Katie Auer, 
Nathan Sthwartz a.hd Zeth 
Westfall. 

Angeli said she hopes to 
return next spring to continue 
her project. She wants to learn 
whether adult lizards or juve­
niles take the journey from the 
initial translocation site on Buck 
Island to other parts of the 
island. She said she also wants 
to learn what route they take, 
whether it be through the forest 
or woodland. 
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